During last session, ail unusual proportion of renal cases occurred in tlie wards, and this directed some special attention to the study of such affections. The cases seem, therefore, worthy of record; partly on account of the unusual character of some of them, and partly on account of the interest which arose from the various groups being studied and recorded by the Professor in some detail. At the end of the paper will be found a list of the cases which form the basis of this communication, and in dealing with them the more exceptional diseases will be taken first.
Embolism of Renal, Cerebral, Radial, and probably other Arteries. No. 19 . Jane W., aet. 22 , was admitted to the Infirmary on April 1, 1873. It is not often that a diagnosis of renal embolism can be made during life, although the lesion is frequently found in the dead-house. This patient, however, presented such a concurrence of evidence in this direction, as to seem to Dr Gairdner to put the matter almost beyond a doubt; very fortunately she was able to be dismissed comparatively well, so that post-mortem proof is necessarily de- ficient.
She was admitted with a distinct history of articular rheumatism, and with some remnants of her last attack still discernible. The heart was obviously affected, the precordial dulness was increased, the impulse was unduly diffused Before quitting this subject it may be mentioned incidentally that tube casts were frequently discovered in urines which showed little or no apparent sediment, and also where the traces of albumen were extremely faint. Indeed, as already mentioned, the detection of tube casts sometimes led to the re-examination of a urine which had been pronounced free from albumen with the effect of establishing its presence. Of these the most interesting were afforded by two men who were admitted on May 12, who both presented many of the typical symptoms of locomotor ataxia. In both, there was great deficiency of the balancing power, and this deficiency became much ijiore marked oil their eyes being closed; in both there was also a deficiency of the cutaneous sensibility, in the lower limbs. In both patients there was, or had been, some oedema of the legs, and in both cases the urine was albuminous. He had suffered occasionally from oedema of the limbs^ and complained of frequent and difficult micturition?due in part perhaps to a stricture. The ataxic symptoms were of eight months' duration, but had been worse during the last four weeks. In addition to the motor and anaesthetic affections already referred to, he had a squint of the left eye, the pupil of which was smaller than the right, but he had never been troubled by double vision.
COMPLICATIONS OF RESPIRATORY AND CIRCULATORY ORGANS
He had suffered from syphilis, and his liver seemed considerably enlarged. The Only very slight puffiness of the face could be detected. There was no general dropsy. The urine was albuminous (sp. gr. 1016), and hyaline and epithelial casts were found in the sediment. On October 31 she was placed on skim milk diet exclusively. On November 9, Dr Gairdner recorded the following:?"Under about eight " pints of skim milk daily, the quantity of urine has, on the " whole, increased; but not so greatly as might be expected, "as it has never been recorded above 52 oz., while the " quantity drunk must have been not less than 160 oz. The " amount of albumen in the urine has diminished very con-" siderably, but was never absent, nor have the characters " of the urine in other respects much changed. Patient " expresses some dissatisfaction with the milk diet, which "has produced some degree of nausea." She was therefore allowed to return to ordinary diet, under which the amount of urine continued to keep nearly as high as before (43-46 oz.), and she was dismissed well on November 26, 1872.
